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PLAYA Hosts Free Community Dark Sky Star Party and Open Mic
Night for International Dark Sky Week 2026

Summer Lake, OR, March, 16, 2026 — In celebration of International Dark Sky Week
2026, PLAYA is thrilled to invite the community to a free evening of cosmic wonder and
local talent at its annual Community Dark Sky Star Party + Open Mic Night. The
event will take place on Saturday, April 18, 2026, from 7:30 to 10:00 p.m. on the
PLAYA campus, located at 47531 Highway 31, Summer Lake, between mile markers 81
and 82.

Right in our own backyard, the Oregon Outback International Dark Sky Sanctuary offers
one of the most pristine night skies on the continent, and PLAYA is proud to be your
local host for an evening that celebrates it. This family-friendly gathering is all about
coming together as a community to enjoy the awe-inspiring views we’re lucky to have
just outside our doors. Whether you're a longtime resident or new to the area, join your
neighbors for a night of guided stargazing, creative expression, and hands-on activities
for all ages.

The celestial exploration will be led by seasoned educators and astronomers, including
Joe Minato of Dark Sky Oregon. Attendees are encouraged to bring their own
telescopes or take a peek through equipment provided by PLAYA to observe the pristine
night sky in all its glory.

Adding a unique twist to the night, the event will also feature an Open Mic segment.
Community members are invited to share their hidden talents—whether music, poetry,
storytelling, or comedy—in five-minute slots. Extra kudos given to night-sky-themed
performances. To reserve a spot in the open mic lineup, interested participants should
email info@playasummerlake.org in advance.

Throughout the evening, younger stargazers can enjoy dedicated kids' activities that
blend arts and crafts with lessons about the night sky, fostering a love for science and
creativity simultaneously.

To make the night even more special, PLAYA will provide cozy treats and hold a free
raffle for special gifts.



"This event is about more than just looking up; it's about connecting—with the universe,
with art, and with each other," said Kathryn Wilson, PLAYA's Program Manager. "During
International Dark Sky Week, we want to highlight the importance of preserving our
natural nightscapes while celebrating the vibrant community that lives under them."

The event is free and open to the public, but space is limited. RSVP is required to
attend.

Event Details at a Glance:

What: PLAYA Community Dark Sky Star Party + Open Mic Night

When: Saturday, April 18, 2026, 7:30 — 10:00 p.m.

Where: PLAYA, 47531 Highway 31, Summer Lake, OR 97640 (between mile
markers 81 and 82)

Cost: Free (RSVP required)

Who: Open to all ages

Open Mic Sign-up: Email info@playasummerlake.org

For more information and to secure your RSVP, please visit
playasummerlake.org/events, email info@playasummerlake.org, or call 541-943-3983

About PLAYA

PLAYA is located in the South-Central Oregon Outback on the edge of the Great Basin.
PLAYA nurtures innovative thinking in the arts and sciences through its residency and
workshop programs on the edge of the Great Basin, to promote dialogue and positive
change in the environment and the world. PLAYA hosts place-based workshops and
experiences, rentals, community gatherings, school programs, and events.
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