PRESS RELEASE
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

PLAYA Announces $25,000 Matching Grant to Strengthen
Fundraising and Support Interdisciplinary Residencies

Summer Lake, OR, April 14, 2026— PLAYA has been awarded a $25,000 challenge
grant from the Maybelle Clark Macdonald Fund to strengthen its fundraising capacity
and expand support for its residency and public programs as the organization marks its
15th anniversary year.

The grant will match contributions of $2,500 or less made in 2026 from individual
donors, foundations, and businesses, doubling the impact of each qualifying gift.

PLAYA will launch its public matching campaign on May 1, 2026. During this period,
every eligible donation will be matched dollar-for-dollar, increasing community support
for the organization’s work at the intersection of art, science, and place.

Located on the edge of the Great Basin in Oregon’s high desert, PLAYA supports
artists, scientists, educators, and researchers working across disciplines to explore
urgent environmental and cultural questions. Through residencies, workshops, and
public programming, PLAYA fosters deep engagement with landscape, community, and
creative inquiry.

Most of PLAYA's supporters come from California, Oregon, Washington, and Idaho,
reflecting the organization’s role as a vital resource for the arts and ecologies of the
Pacific Northwest and the Great Basin area.

This grant will have a meaningful impact on PLAYA's operations and its ability to provide
sustained, place-based residencies and experiences in a region of significant ecological
importance. It also supports ongoing efforts to build long-term financial resilience and
deepen community investment in the organization’s mission.

“‘PLAYA has always been a place where people come to ask important questions and
engage deeply with the land and with each other,” said Executive Director Ana Varas.
“As we celebrate 15 years of this work, we are grateful for the support of the Maybelle
Clark Macdonald Fund, whose investment helps ensure that PLAYA can continue to
grow, adapt, and serve artists, scientists, and communities for years to come.”

“We are excited about what this spring matching campaign will make possible—not only
in raising funds, but in renewing connections with our broader community, from alumni



to neighbors and partners in Lake County, Oregon,” said PLAYA Board President Kristin
Berger.

The Maybelle Clark Macdonald Fund, established in 1970, is a private Oregon-based
foundation dedicated to improving the well-being of communities through long-term
investment in organizations that serve public needs. The Fund places particular
emphasis on strengthening fundraising capacity and fostering leadership within
nonprofit organizations across the state.

Inspired by the legacy of its founder, Maybelle Clark Macdonald—a lifelong
philanthropist known for her compassion, civic leadership, and commitment to serving
others—the Fund has supported a wide range of initiatives in cultural arts, education,
human services, and public benefit for more than five decades.

PLAYA's May campaign invites donors to participate in this matching opportunity and
directly support interdisciplinary research, creative practice, and public engagement in
the Oregon high desert.

Give Now to Double Your Impact

About PLAYA

PLAYA is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit arts and science organization based in Summer Lake,
Oregon. PLAYA nurtures innovative thinking in the arts and sciences through
residencies and workshops on the edge of the Great Basin, promoting dialogue and
positive change in the environment and the world. Through interdisciplinary
collaboration, place-based research, and public programming, PLAYA supports
sustained inquiry and creative work grounded in land, culture, and community.

About the Maybelle Clark Macdonald Fund

Founded in 1970, the Maybelle Clark Macdonald Fund is a private grant-making
foundation committed to improving communities across Oregon. The Fund supports
organizations working in cultural arts, education, human services, medical, and public
benefit sectors, with a focus on strengthening fundraising capacity and fostering
long-term sustainability. The Fund continues the legacy of Maybelle Clark Macdonald,
whose life was marked by compassion, generosity, and a deep commitment to serving
others.


https://give-usa.keela.co/2026-support-PLAYA

For Further Information, Contact:

Ana Varas

Executive Director, PLAYA
info@playasummerlake.org
https://www.playasummerlake.org
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